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Information Policy Committee
Policy Principles

Net Neutrality
General Principles
The development of new technologies and infrastructure to support the delivery of digital information products and services is crucial to the future of information content providers and their customers.  In formulating policies to further the development and deployment of such technologies, government should remain mindful of the need to assure that content providers, including providers of the content that drives these innovations, are not disadvantaged in the marketplace.  
Without a vibrant and diverse content industry, businesses, public institutions and individuals will never realize the promise of accessing and using a diversity of reliable and authoritative sources of information crucial to their decision-making.  Unfettered access to such information is a key factor in the development and maintenance of a knowledge-based society which every nation recognizes as key to realizing economic growth. 
Specific Objectives

ABM supports careful analysis of legal and regulatory regimes to assure that content owners providing lawful products and services through the Internet and other, similar communications channels are not threatened by potential discrimination at the hands of providers of channels to end-users.  The most likely and potentially harmful forms of discrimination include special pricing for delivery to end-users and degradation of lawful content services by such communications systems providers.
ABM encourages enforcement of the FCC principles of net neutrality that assure fairness and accessibility for content owners and customers.  As stated by the FCC, these principles include the encouragement of broadband deployment to preserve and promote the open and interconnected nature of the Internet in which consumers have access to lawful content from the service and network provider of their choice, and are entitled to the use of legal Internet services, applications, and devices as they so decide.  

In addition, the regulatory framework must be uniform and not diminish any private rights of action that content owners may pursue under antitrust, unfair competition, or communications laws to seek redress for harm.
Specifically, ABM endorses the following policy principles:

· As a general matter, government should establish regulations that assure consumers are able to receive non-discriminatory access to the lawful Internet content of their choice, in accord with the level of service to which the consumer has subscribed.

· In particular, government should oversee and enforce regulations that guard against unreasonably discriminatory favoritism for, or degradation of, content by network operators, or owners and operators of Internet and other communications facilities, based upon the content’s source, ownership, or destination on the Internet.
