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Information Policy Committee

Policy Principles

Government Information Policy
General Principles
Private sector publishers aid greatly in the dissemination and interpretation of information provided by governments at all levels, an essential ingredient in ensuring an informed public and fostering a participatory democratic government.  Restrictions on the use of such information – including through special pricing or licensing mechanisms and policies that differentiate between “public” and “private” use – only serve to undermine a key function of government, namely to ensure the broadest possible access to the information it collects and disseminates.

Specific Objectives

In particular, ABM supports IP policies that:

1. Ensure broad access to government information, without regard to the user's intended end use or the media through which government disseminates it or through which publishes will further disseminate it.

· Public access to government information should apply equally to all information regardless of the media in which it exists.

· The government should disseminate government information on an equal and timely basis.

· If the government offers a government information product or service to any segment of the public, it must ensure equal and timely access to the information underlying the product or service to all members of the public and not deny or restrict access to information by bundling information products.

· Government shall provide information in formats and versions maintained by the government, which may include making use of the software and programs that facilitate availability of that information in the format(s) requested.

· Access to government information should not be restricted based on intended use, including dissemination by private sector publishers.

2. Ensure government information is made available by the government at no more than the marginal cost of dissemination.

· The marginal cost of dissemination should exclude costs associated with original collection and processing of information, as well as any capital costs associated with creating an electronic distribution system.

· Government information should not be funded through revolving fund dissemination operations, nor should such information be used as a source of funding for expanding or enhancing such government information.
· Lower fees and fee waivers are appropriate when information is requested through Freedom of Information laws for use by members of the news media, including specialty media.

3. Encourage the greatest feasible diversity of sources of government information.

· Policies should encourage a diversity of sources, including the government, library community and private sector information providers, to offer or provide access to such information.

· Governmental decisions to create, expand, or discontinue information dissemination activities should be subject to public notice and comment.

· Government should not develop or disseminate an information product that has the likelihood of duplicating other current or near future products in the market that reasonably achieve an agency's dissemination objective.

4. Restrict governments at all levels from using copyright or copyright-like restrictions or other formalities to control the public's use of government information once the information is made available to the public.
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