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Policy Principles

Intellectual Property
General Principles
American Business Media (ABM) supports enactment and enforcement of strong protections for information content, specifically copyright, protection of databases and other compilations of factual materials, and laws preventing the tampering with technological protection measures (e.g., digital rights management technologies) that help secure digital content.  ABM opposes any weakening of the rights and remedies currently available under copyright or database protection.  ABM also supports implementation of adequate enforcement measures that prevent illegal uses of members’ materials, whether through civil or criminal proceedings.

ABM commits to working for implementation of sound, strong IP policies in treaties, national and regional laws, as well as multilateral and bilateral trade agreements.

Specific Objectives
In particular, ABM supports policies that:

· Provide rights owners with the exclusive rights to:
· Reproduce their materials;
· Prepare derivative works based upon their content; and

· Distribute copies of their works by sale or other transfer of ownership, or by rental, lease, or lending.
· Allow for limited exceptions to rights owners’ exclusive rights, as exemplified by the fair use doctrine, such as fair use protection for criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching (including multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship or research.  Exceptions should be judged in relation to the rights owners’ exploitation of current and potential markets for their products and services.
· Ensure IP owners’ right to set licensing terms and conditions for use of their products and services, particularly digital content.

· Provide IP owners with effective and workable means of enforcing their rights, including the right to enjoin further illegal activity and to receive adequate compensation for violation of their rights.
