
FORTY YEARS OF POSTAL REFORM
when                         what
	
	

	Fall/Winter 1966 
	Post Office Dept., particularly in Chicago – the busiest relay point – experiences major breakdown under weight of billions of pieces of holiday mail. Crisis reveals limits of archaic postal system.

	April 8, 1967
	With strong urging from mailing community led by American Business Press, President Johnson creates the “Kappel Commission” to study postal reform


	June 1968
	Kappel Commission issues its report with recommendations for transforming the Post Office Department


	March 1970 
	Illegal strike by postal workers

	June 18, 1970 
	House of Representatives passes a reform bill

	June 30, 1970
	Senate passes a similar reform bill

	August 3, 1970 
	Senate agrees to the conference report (final version of postal reform bill)

	August 6, 1970
	House agrees to the conference report

	August 12, 1970 
	President Nixon signs Postal Reorganization Act of 1970

	July 1, 1971 
	Because of the new law [The Postal Reorganization Act of 1970], the United States Postal Service begins life as an independent establishment in the Executive Branch of the government and initiates its first ever rate case (with 105% increase for periodicals, phased in over five years)


	June 25, 1996 
	With prospects for declining volumes and increasing costs, Rep. John McHugh introduces his first legislation to reform the Postal Service, H.R. 3717.  ABM participates in hearings.


	December 11, 2002 
	At urging of ABM and others in the mailing community and after several years of stalled legislation, President Bush creates the President’s Commission on the U.S. Postal Service


	July 31, 2003 
	President’s Commission issues its report, “Embracing the Future”

	July 26, 2005
	House passes H.R. 22, its version of a reform bill

	February 9, 2006. . . 
	Senate passes S. 662, a similar version of reform bill

	December 9, 2006. . .
	After many had given up and at the last minute before the end of 109th Congress, House and Senate pass H.R. 6407, a compromise bill of the earlier House and Senate versions.


	December 20, 2006. 
	President Bush signs the Postal Accountability and Enhancement Act. Law goes into effect immediately, with certain provisions phased in over time.


	June 2008. . . . . . . . 
	New rate-setting system to begin.
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